
Aysgarth Walk 
Exploring Aysgarth Falls and Historic Castle Bolton

Visit my website for full details: https://www.paulbeal.com/aysgarth-walk


Introduction to the Walk 
If you enjoy a mix of waterfalls, woodland paths, and historic landmarks, this Aysgarth walk is a wonderful 
way to explore Wensleydale. Starting from the village of Aysgarth, the walk visits the famous Aysgarth Falls 
before continuing through Freeholders’ and St Joseph’s Woods towards Hollins House and Castle Bolton. 
After exploring the village and the imposing Bolton Castle, the route heads across Ellerlands Edge to 
Carperby before returning through fields and woodland to finish back in Aysgarth.


Highlights of the Walk 
Highlights of the walk include the stepped waterfalls of Aysgarth Falls, where the River Ure tumbles over 
broad rocky ledges, and the peaceful paths through Freeholders’ and St Joseph’s Woods. Bolton Castle is 
the standout feature, a 14th-century fortress built by Sir Richard le Scrope and once a prison for Mary, Queen 
of Scots. Along the way you’ll also encounter Yore Mill, views of Penhill, and the welcoming villages of 
Carperby and Aysgarth itself.


Aysgarth is a charming village in Wensleydale, North Yorkshire, mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086 as 
Echescard. The name likely comes from Old Norse, meaning ‘oak tree cleft’, describing the valley formed by 
the River Ure. The village lies within the Yorkshire Dales National Park, with nearby settlements including 
Carperby, Thoralby, and West Burton. St Andrew’s Church, rebuilt in 1536 and restored in 1866, is a landmark 
here, notable for its unusually large churchyard and fittings rescued from Jervaulx Abbey after the Dissolution.


Visit https://www.paulbeal.com/aysgarth-walk for details.


Additional Information 
• Distance: 9 miles (14 kilometres).


• Duration: Approximately 4¼ hours (excluding stops and breaks).


• Difficulty: Moderate. The route follows field paths, woodland trails, and farm tracks with some gentle 
climbs. Most of the walking is straightforward, although there are several stiles and gates to pass through. 
There is also a short section along the main road near Castle Bolton where traffic can be quite busy, so 
care is needed.


• Trail Conditions: Well-defined public footpaths and bridleways, with a few stiles, gates, and gentle climbs. 
Paths are generally good underfoot but can be muddy after rain.


• Recommended Map: OS Explorer OL30 – Yorkshire Dales Northern & Central Area.


• Parking: Roadside parking in Aysgarth village along the A684.


• Google Maps Link: https://maps.app.goo.gl/xgZ7NkPQnbMFyYrC8


• What3Words: ///paintings.passages.cushy


Support My Work 
If you’ve found these directions helpful or enjoyed this walk, please consider 
making a £2 donation to support what I do. Your contribution helps me create 
more free walking guides like this one.


You can donate by visiting https://buymeacoffee.com/paulbeal 
or by scanning the QR code.


Thank you for your support!


Paul Beal 

https://buymeacoffee.com/paulbeal


Step-by-Step Directions 
To start your Aysgarth walk, park in the centre of Aysgarth village (1). This picturesque village is situated on 

the A684, conveniently located midway between Hawes to the west and Leyburn to the east. Roadside 
parking is available along the A684 in the village centre, providing easy access to the trail. Begin your journey 
by heading east, passing Hamilton’s Tea Room on your left. As the main road curves slightly to the right, take 
the smaller road on the left. Walk past the left side of the war memorial and continue down the road, which 

descends after you pass a chapel on your right (2).


At the bottom of the hill, you will spot a public footpath sign pointing towards Aysgarth Falls. Follow this path, 
which guides you eastward across several fields for approximately half a mile (0.8 kilometres). Soon, you will 

reach a road called Church Bank (3). Turn left here and proceed downhill towards the Upper Falls of 

Aysgarth Falls. Cross Yore Bridge, and you’ll notice a footpath leading to the right, directing you towards the 

Yorkshire Dales National Park Visitor Centre (4).


Once on the path, continue through the visitor centre car park until you reach the main road. Cross the road 
and follow the signs directing you to the Middle Falls and Lower Falls of Aysgarth Falls. The trail will lead you 

eastward, meandering through the enchanting Freeholders’ Wood (5) and St Joseph’s Wood (6) before 

emerging into open countryside. Continue north-east towards the landmark of Hollins House (7).


Upon reaching Hollins House, follow the track through the property. Then, turn right to join the public footpath 
that heads towards Castle Bolton. The path will lead you across a series of fields, moving in a north-east 

direction. As you trek, you’ll pass through High Thoresby (8), following clear public footpath signs towards 

Castle Bolton. When you eventually arrive at the main road, known as Brunton Bank (9), turn right. Exercise 

caution here, as this road can be busy. After about five minutes, as the road curves sharply to the right, take 

the path on your left (10), signposted to Castle Bolton.


Continue your walk across fields and along a farm track for about half a mile (0.8 kilometres) until you reach 

the road that leads into the village of Castle Bolton. At the top of the road (11), turn left and proceed 

between the castle on your left and the church on your right. Keep moving straight ahead, and you’ll find the 
route that takes you towards Askrigg. Pass through a gate and a small wooded area, emerging onto a stone 

track that stretches across Ellerlands Edge (12).


Follow this track westward through the countryside for approximately 1½ miles (2.4 kilometres). As you 

continue, the route will gradually veer southward (13), and you’ll come across a signpost indicating 

directions for Castle Bolton, Askrigg, and Carperby. Take the path signposted to Carperby (14), which 

follows a well-defined route heading south for about 1¼ miles (2 kilometres) until you reach the village of 
Carperby.




Upon entering Carperby, turn right onto the main village road (15). Walk along the road, passing both the 

village hall and the Wheatsheaf pub, which are on your right. Just after the Wheatsheaf, turn left and follow 
the footpath signposted to Aysgarth. This trail will guide you across several fields until you arrive at a minor 

road known as Low Lane (16). Cross this road and continue on the path towards Aysgarth.


As you proceed southward, traversing more fields, you will eventually reach a wood. If you wish to shorten 
your Aysgarth walk at this point, turn right to rejoin the main road, which will lead you back to Aysgarth Falls. 
However, if you prefer to extend the walk, turn left and continue through the woods. After emerging from the 

wooded area, follow the path along the right-hand side of a field. Then, turn right and go through a railway 

tunnel (17).


Immediately after passing through the tunnel, turn right again. The path will lead you through St Joseph’s 
Wood and Freeholders’ Wood for roughly half a mile (0.8 kilometres), eventually bringing you to the main road 
near the Yorkshire Dales National Park Visitor Centre, where you were earlier in the day. Cross the road once 
more, walk back through the visitor centre car park, and follow the path down to the Upper Falls of Aysgarth 
Falls.


To conclude your Aysgarth walk, cross Yore Bridge again and head back up Church Bank. Turn right onto the 
footpath opposite the gates of St Andrew’s Church. From there, simply retrace your steps, following the 
footpath across the fields back to Aysgarth village. This delightful walk spans approximately 9 miles (14.5 
kilometres) through the stunning Wensleydale region of the Yorkshire Dales. Along the way, you’ll find 
opportunities for refreshments, with a café and toilets at the Yorkshire Dales National Park Visitor Centre and 
Bolton Castle. Additionally, there is a pub in Carperby and a tea room in Aysgarth village. 



Map of the Walk 
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